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Licensing information

This module and the entire short course on sexuality theory and research methodologies are
available under an ‘Attribution, Non-Commercial, Share Alike’ licence from Creative Commons.

This licence allows for work to be used as is, amended or built upon, on provision that:
e Any use or amendments are undertaken for a non-commercial purpose
e Creditis given to:

0 Module creator
o Short course developers: the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and
Society, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia, and the International
Association for the Study of Sexuality, Culture and Society (IASSCS)
0 The Ford Foundation (as short course funder).
In addition, any new creations based on original modules or the original short course must be
licensed under identical terms. This ensures that any derivatives of the module or the short

course will also be non-commercial.

This module was created by Professor Gary W. Dowsett and adapted by the Advancing
Sexuality Studies short course team at the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and
Society, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia.
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Abstract

This module is intended to provide participants with an overview of Advancing
Sexuality Studies: A short course on sexuality theory and research methodologies.

Module aims

e To provide a background to the short course as a whole;
e To summarise the findings from the short course audit of sexuality studies;
e To kick-start thinking on what is sexuality.

Participants will:

e Develop their understanding of what sexuality is;
e Reflect on any work experiences they have had to date in relation to
researching or theorising sexuality.

Required pre-reading

Weeks, J. (2003) Sexuality. 2nd ed. Routledge, London & NY. (C2, The Invention of
Sexuality)
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Overview of module

Introduction

This module begins by asking participants to think about their own working

definitions of sexuality. An icebreaker activity exercise will also be undertaken.

Session 1. Short course backaground

Participants will be given a briefing on development of the short course, including an
overview of the audit of sexuality studies undertaken as part of course development.
A group work activity will be undertaken to allow participants to share their own

experiences to date of types of sexuality work encountered.

Session 2. So, what is sexuality?

Participants will be asked to review the working definitions of sexuality that they
developed in the introductory session. Group work will be undertaken, followed by a

brief lecture on sexuality that sets the scene for the rest of the short course.
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