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Licensing information

This module and the entire short course on sexuality theory and research methodologies are
available under an ‘Attribution, Non-Commercial, Share Alike’ licence from Creative Commons.

This licence allows for work to be used as is, amended or built upon, on provision that:
e Any use or amendments are undertaken for a non-commercial purpose
e Creditis given to:

0 Module creator
o Short course developers: the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and
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0 The Ford Foundation (as short course funder).
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This module was created by Marina Carman and adapted by the Advancing Sexuality Studies
short course team at the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society, La Trobe
University, Melbourne, Australia.
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Abstract

This module looks at how sexuality is reflected and constrained in policy, in the

application of policy, and in politics, at both a national and international level.

At a national level, understandings and views of sexuality are reflected in national
policies which are then acted upon by government departments, the judicial system
and the police. Sexuality can also be a factor in laws and policies which govern the
interaction between nations—including in international law, international agreements
and forums of cooperation, and also the national policies of developed nations in

relation to how they fund and deliver overseas development aid.

Given the range of groups, interests and views involved, policy related to sexuality is
often highly contested. The module will seek to explore debates around the range of
policies which are related to sexuality. It will show how policy is changeable, but
generally reflects the prevailing values and power relations in any given society or

forum. It also looks at how sexuality as an issue can be used for other political ends.
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Module aims

+ To encourage participants to reflect on what policy is and how it works, in
both national and international arena

+ To critically examine examples of existing policy and politics related to
sexuality

« To enhance participants’ knowledge of common issues and themes which

emerge in debates around the policy, and politics, of sexuality

Participants will:

e Develop an understanding of how policies related to sexuality are formed,
enforced and implemented at a national and international level
e Increase their ability to recognise and engage in political debates around

policies related to sexuality

Pre-reading

Waites, M. (2001) Regulation of Sexuality: Age of Consent, Section 28 and Sex
Education. Parliamentary Affairs, 54(3), 495-508.

Yeatman, A. (1998) Activism and the policy process. In Yeatman, A. (Ed.) Activism
and the policy process. St Leonards, Allen & Unwin.

Materials required

Participants should bring notes on one example from their own countries of
government policy related to sexuality. Examples might include a policy on legal age
of consent for sexual activity or one stating a legal definition of marriage. These notes
do not need to be exhaustive but, at the minimum, the scope and aim of the policy
should be noted as well as the year the policy was introduced. Those participants who
have the time might also choose to make notes describing the social and political

context in which that policy was introduced.

Module Outline for Course Participants: Sexuality, Politics and Policy module 4
Part of the Advancing Sexuality Studies short course (2009)



Overview of module

Introduction

The module aims, intended outcomes for participants and module schedule will be

covered.

Session 1. Sexuality, Politics and Policy

The session will begin by examining ‘what is policy?’ through use of a group
brainstorm and lecture. The session will draw on the Yeatman pre-reading, and
examine the ways in which policy reflects the values of those involved in the policy
process. Session 1 ends with an examination of examples of local policies related to
sexuality, to be provided by participants (see Materials).

Session 2. Sexuality, policy and politics at an international level

The session will begin with a lecture that examines the role of the United Nations in
international policy-making, before moving on to examine the intersections between
national and international policy. The way in which the policy of one country can be
imposed on another, by means of restrictions on aid funding, will also be considered

through use of a case study and hypothetical UN debate.

Session 3. Policy and politics

Participants will begin this session by reviewing the two pre-readings, specifically in
relation to the complex relationships between policy process and political process. A
case study from South Africa will be used to look at ways in which policy may be
created, but not effectively enacted due to political considerations. Finally, the session
will look at the case of Anwar Ibrahim from Malaysia as an example of the way in

which sexuality—and policy on sexuality—can be used as a political weapon.

Conclusion

Module aims will be reviewed against outputs from session activities.
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