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Abstract

Discourses of human rights have permeated the politics of many social justice
struggles, including the movement against the oppression of diverse sexualities. There
has been a significant expansion over the last decade of research, writing and
discussion about the concept of sexual rights, the primary concept that links sex and

sexuality with the broader human rights agenda.

This module offers a critical overview of sexual rights and examines how sexual
rights are currently understood, discussed and used. Questions are raised on whether
sexual rights are sufficient to achieve sexual justice and whether the use of rights-
based discourses have unintended consequences. What are the best strategies for using

a rights-based discourse while avoiding negative consequences?
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Module aims

e To critically examine the concept of sexual rights, as enunciated by the WHO

and the Yogyakarta principles
e To unpack some of the implicit assumptions within sexual rights discourses

e To provide a theoretical underpinning for further pursuit of sexual justice.

Participants will:

e Build skills in analysing sexual rights definitions and key texts

e Be able to assess the political and strategic usefulness of the discourse of

sexual rights
e Explore how sexual rights may be used as a strategy to pursue sexual justice,
while understanding the advantages and disadvantages of such an approach

e Participate in active learning.

RECIUiI’Ed pre-readinq (for use in module group work)

Correa, S., Petchesky, R. & Parker, R. (2008) On the indispensability and
insufficiency of human rights. IN Correa, S., Petchesky, R. & Parker, R. (Eds.)
Sexuality, Health and Human Rights. Milton Park, Routledge.

Petchesky, R. (2000) Sexual rights: inventing a concept, mapping an international
practice. IN Parker, R., Barbosa, R. M. & Aggleton, P. (Eds.) Framing the
Sexual Subject: The Politics of Gender, Sexuality and Power. Berkeley,
University of California Press.
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Overview of module

Introduction

The module aims, expected outcomes for participants and module schedule will be
presented. The introductory session will also provide the opportunity to review

participants’ understandings of and responses to the module pre-readings.

Session 1. What are sexual rights?

This session introduces participants to the UN definition of human rights, as well as
unpacking some of the complexities of the explicit and implicit assumptions behind
the definition. In addition, this session introduces participants to two key documents
in relation to sexual rights: the WHO working definition of sexual rights, and the
Yogyakarta Declaration. Participants will discuss the merits of each and compare their

strengths and weaknesses.

Session 2. Problems in defining the bearers of sexual rights

Session 2 begins to unpack some of the implicit assumptions within sexual rights
discourses. Examples of women and homosexual men as rights bearers are
introduced. The session aims to reveal some of the problems with these categories as

the basis for deciding who should have sexual rights.

Session 3. How do sexual rights work?

This session encourages participants to examine use of a sexual rights framework in
practice; either through taking part in a hypothetical debate of the UN Committee on
Human Rights or through developing their own strategy for promoting an issue of
sexual rights. The debate allows participants to start to work with the notion of sexual
rights, also to hear some of the common criticisms or objections to sexual rights and
develop arguments in response. The case study enables participants to work on a real

life issue of sexual rights relevant to their local context.
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Conclusion

The module will end with a review of outputs from activities and consideration of the
challenges and benefits of using a rights framework in relation to sexuality.
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