PHE42SHS: SEXUALITY, HEALTH AND SOCIAL RESEARCH
Welcome
We hope you find this course stimulating, challenging, thought provoking, and enjoyable. This is an introduction to the vast and diverse field of writing and research in sexuality and health. 

Aims
· To provide an introduction to contemporary sexuality theory.

· To examine current research in the area of sexuality and health.

· To develop skills in the areas of research, critical reading, persuasive writing and presentation.

This course will be run as a reading option. There will be two seminars during the semester and two face to face meetings with the course coordinator. The timetable follows.
Seminar 1

Introduction

Tuesday 29 July, 2003

5pm – 7pm

La Trobe City Campus

1st Supervision session must occur between

4 August to 8 August, 2003 
2nd Supervision Session must occur between
18 August to 22 August
Email approval of final assessment form and topic.

Before 5 pm, 29 August 2003

Seminar 2

Student presentations

Tuesday 9 September, 2003

5pm – 8pm

La Trobe City Campus

Final Assignment due

10 October, 2003

Three readings have been provided with this introduction. Please read them prior to the first seminar.

The course will consist of three themes. Student must decide to pursue one theme during the course. Reading on that theme will be developed in consultation with the course coordinator and a reading list will be settled on during the first supervision session.
Themes

1. Sexuality theory

All good social science research should be underpinned by sound theoretical knowledge. There is a vast literature derived from both humanities and social science disciplines on sexuality. Various possibilities exist for study in this area including feminist approaches, queer theory, post-modern or anthropological approaches. 

2. AIDS and sexuality

The twenty years of the AIDS epidemic have had various effects on sexuality, at the level of practice and discourse. Students taking this option will be encouraged to explore some of the literature in this area as well as to familiarise themselves with current debates in public health policy.
3. Current sexuality research and issues

The first national survey of the sex lives of Australians was published this year based on research from the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society. Students will be encouraged to explore this research in depth and provide critical responses and discuss implications from a broader perspective. Some theoretical reflection and critique will be expected.

ASSESSMENT
All three assessments can and probably should be related. The final essay should be based on the seminar presentation.

1. Diary of self-directed reading (20%)
Due 10 October
Due: a one page proposal is due two days prior to the first supervision session

A final reading diary is due with the final assignment 10 October.
This component allows you to set your research agenda in line with your own interests. After you have chosen a theme that you wish to pursue you will be given a basic list of readings. After this you will be asked to develop your own reading agenda which will be finalised in consultation with the coordinator during the first supervision session. This reading will form the basis of your seminar presentation and your literature review. The reading diary should be the final list covering all the reading you have done during the course. This should include at least 10 journal or book references with a 100 word commentary on each. This may be a summary of the work or it may be a short set of criticisms.
2. Student Seminar (30%)

Length: 45 minutes each (30 minutes presentation, 15 minutes discussion)
Due: 26 August 5 – 8pm
Based on your reading thus far you will be asked to present for 30 minutes on a topic of interest. This should be discussed with the course coordinator beforehand. You may decide to present on a very particular issue, perhaps a current one in the light of your reading or you may wish to explore a theoretical concept. You must present an argument or set of arguments and then be prepared to answer questions and enter into discussion on your seminar with other students. The presentation will be assessed in terms of the clarity and strength of its argument and the degree to which it reflects sound reading and research.  

You need to provide a coherent set of presentation materials to assist the assessment process. These can be in any form you like including handouts, powerpoint presentation or notes.

2. Final Assignment (50%)

Length: 3,000 words

Due: 10 October, 5pm

This piece of work can take either of two forms. It can be a traditional essay in which a question, developed by the student and agreed by the coordinator is answered. Or it may be a detail proposal for a research project relevant to the study of sexuality. The form of the final assessment must be discussed with the coordinator during the second supervision session and final agreement reached before 5pm 29 August, 2003.
Essay

The essay should be an extension and development of your seminar presentation. Think about a particular problem or set of problems you wish to address. This may be formulated as a question you wish to answer or the outline of an argument. At the start of your work on this piece you should discuss with the course coordinator how you intend to structure your work and the essay. 

Research Proposal

The research proposal should be an extension and development of your seminar presentation. You will need to put together a research proposal in an area related to sexuality. Choose an area that interests you and which poses particular methodological and conceptual challenges. On the basis of your reading, choose a theoretical approach that guides your investigation of the topic. Formulate a research question and propose a methodology that will address this question. You will need to justify the proposal in terms of theoretical standpoint and methodology. Your paper should cover the content area of interest, critically introduce the theoretical approach (with references) and outline the methodology (with supporting references, both methodological papers and examples of its use). The paper will be assessed on thoroughness, critical evaluation of theory and method and persuasiveness. 

COURSE COORDINATOR
Dr Sean Slavin
Room 1.35, 1st Floor 215 Franklin Street

Ph: 9285 5301
Fax: 9285 5220

email: s.slavin@latrobe.edu.au

Attachments

Weeks, J. Sexuality. 

Ch. 2 The invention of sexuality
Smith A. et al. Sex in Australia: a guide for readers and Sex in Australia: the rationale and methods of the Australian study of health and relationships. ANZJP, 2003, 27(2)
Watney, S Imagine hope: AIDS and gay identity







































